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CURRENT STATE OF PLAY LGAQ

In 2013, the Queensland State Government introduced a new framework

which:

 Allows private citizens and councils to carry out basic maintenance
activities within a roost without a permit under a code of practice

* Gives local government the authority (as-of-right) to manage roosts
within prescribed areas called Urban Flying-fox Management Areas
(UFFMA) under a code of practice

* Maintains requirement for private citizens and councils (outside of a
UFFMA) to seek approval to manage roosts (Flying-fox roost
management permit)
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IMPACTS OF THE CHANGES

Whilst the intention was to improve LG ability to

respond without the need for a permit, there have

been unintended results:

* Increase in council expenditure

* Increase in dispersals

* Increased community angst and response to this
Issue

* Increased community expectations that councils

can and should act to ‘control’ flying-foxes .



LG NOTIFICATIONS FOR PROPOSED AS-OF-RIGHT

Year Number of councils Number of roosts Numl?er 9f
notifications
2013 2 2 2
2014 19 36 61
2015 14 19 30
2016 24 41 149
2017 25 39 115
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LGAQ ACTIVITIES
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT RESPONSES

* Initial response was to increase
dispersals and immediately respond
to community concerns

* However, a number of more strategic
responses are now occurring at a
local level in lieu of state-wide
coordination including:

* Collaborative responses
* Community engagement
* Research and applying

Innovative techniques




BANANA SHIRE COUNCIL - COLLABORATION LGAQ
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« Community meetings in collaboration with BSC,
QH, DAF, & DES to provide information and give
opportunity to ask questions, feedback, etc.
provide resources, etc.

 Information leaflets regularly circulated with
updates to residents in the vicinity of the roost

« Roost monitoring

 In-kind support to kindy — yard maintenance at
kindy, moving kindy to new location for a term,

sinks to wash hands, shade shelters for play,

T Ator Befe vl ot e w35 bt fencing, etc. promotion of book “the day the bats
T F came to kindy” written and illustrated by the kindy
R e e class affected
- Bemerebiod « Regular communication with affected stakeholders
B i kit (email, phone calls, face to face)
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Books available for purchase from Moura
Kindy $20 ea - mourakindy@bigpond.com
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Cultivating Community
Connectivity through
education

0 o U ST L o g.j

» ' & : A
) ! ‘y ¥y age b
‘l o0y . 3 —,'n

COUKCIL WEBSITE

Lprtole s bew
Aace wlemrina

Wen o o0 d ova s wid o

INTERFRETIVE SIGK AGE

1 oethe winew Iian-onew _cw.

Smovizo ov ool 9.k anc
IVEITN WA CATTA A e
FropoTy raduse mozot vo
Boina-lows wi. Couri o
memTan Aian s o Hers
‘oM orapoTy
Loumdurive

EDUCATION
TOOLBOX

SCHOUOL B ASED
AND SELECT COMMUKITY
CIMMIATMONGL T oMM

CONMARNITY
PNFORMATION DAYS

Ao, lval rae, aluabe,

1 »d shoawds ¥ on -hon-k
‘Lvi“g «k- baes”

MEDLA RELEASE 7
SOCIAL MEDI A

Fro—ote cooine
I ng-Fon aleriew wind
oo el Apreacshon



LOGAN CITY COUNCIL — SOCIAL MEDIA ENGAGEMENT
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LOGAN CITY COUNCIL — EDUCATION FOR ALL AGES
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SUNSHINE COAST COUNCIL — RESEARCH AND INNOVATIVE LGAQ
TECHNIOLIES e e

ReQMnal FyngFox Maragemert i

Development of Regional Flying Fox
Management Plan
Plan includes innovative techniques and
research
Roost management has incorporated innovative
techniques

« Canopy mounted sprinkler system,

suggested by Dr Les Hall

Research aimed at encouraging FF out of the
urban footprint

« QUT suitable habitat and potential conflict

mapping




SUNSHINE COAST COUNCIL — RESEARCH AND INNOVATIVE LGAQ
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CANOPY MOUNTED SPRINKLER SYSTEM
B °© Used to extend exclusion buffer by
‘nudging’ footprint
* Empowers the residents with a method
that can be used as needed
* Used in conjunction with vegetation
management
* Has been largely effective long term




SUNSHINE COAST COUNCIL — RESEARCH AND INNOVATIVE
TECHNIQUFS e
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SCC engaged QUT

Produced a species distribution model for BFF, GHFF
and LRFF

Developed a potential conflict model

Key findings:

Distribution to food is not as high an influence as
previously thought

Identified 7 primary factors influencing site selection:
Suitable roosting habitat (270km?2) = 12% of total SCC
area

High conflict areas (72km2) = 27% of total suitable
habitat!



SUNSHINE COAST COUNCIL - RESEARCH AND
INNOVATIVE TECHNIQUES

This work will be used to:

* Protect and regenerate important roost habitats

* Assess future land use strategies that could impact flying foxes and humans

* Highlight human-bat contact areas and their degree of conflict for future planning and
management.

Major focus is to identify suitable low-conflict areas outside the urban footprint and either establish,

rehab or regenerate AND protect them, to encourage FF into these areas, rather than reactively
forcing them out of less suitable areas.
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LGAQ Annual
Conference

Resolutions 2017

2017
LGAQ lobby to provide:

1.

Statewide management
recognising that flying foxes travel
large distances across multiple
local government boundaries;

. Funding to support the

management of flying fox colonies
and dispersal activities.



LGAQ Annual
Conference
Resolutions 2018

LGAQ lobby for:

1. a national and state unified and community-
minded approach to the solution and
management of flying foxes.

2. coordinate state-wide flying fox research to
determine the preferred habitat of black and
grey headed flying foxes and their movement
patterns and use the findings to:

i) analyse the potential increase in flying fox
colonies in urban areas and their
associated impacts

ii) establish options to reduce the likelihood of
additional flying fox colonies in urban areas

iii) develop an on ground program for the
successful relocation of colonies away from
affected urban areas.



MISSING PIECES

T "

Lack of a national strategy/approach for flying fox
management

Councils bearing the financial burden of managing high
conflict roost sites

Loss of centralised knowledge — no overarching data to
examine the impacts of locally managed roosts and the
overall impacts to the species

Need a greater understanding of flying fox habitat to
provide options for habitat development

Support for and regular communication with local
government officers from the State Government — need
a framework

Councils developing their own management plans,
decision support tools and education/engagement
pieces at a local level — this is both costly and inefficient

Current codes restrict timely action and do not provide a
large range of options to respond to flying foxes

Adoption of the recommendations of the inquiry into
flying-fox management in the Eastern States

Funding program for councils to support future planning
and implementation of these plans

Data collection that shows roost management activity and
the impact of that activity in resolving community conflict
and conservation efforts

Applied Research such as that proposed in 2018 annual
conference motion

Regular forum for engagement between local government
and state government including training

Development of planning and engagement tools provided
at a state/national level to improve coordination and
reduce costs

Review of the current codes




