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The FFEG is a primary source of reliable, accurate information on Australian flying-
foxes. The FFEG comprises flying-fox specialists representing research, advocacy, 

government, industry, education and carer networks. The FFEG encourages a 
scientific and sustainable approach to flying-fox management and conservation in 

Australasia.

About

Formed in 2014 as a subcommittee by the Australasian Bat Society (ABS) Executive to assist with: 

• engaging in public debate 

• issues concerning flying-foxes 

• ensuring the ABS’ position is defensible, unassailable, and based on published science and expert 
advice. 



About the ABS Flying-fox Expert Group

Conveners: Maree Treadwell Kerr and Jess Bracks. Support and facilitate contact between members, the ABS 
community and other interested parties, and to drive a collaborative approach to achieving FFEG actions.

Vice-President: Dr Monika Rhodes. Responsible for information flow between the FFEG Convenors and 
members of the Executive, as well as coordinating the FFEG Convenors.

Advisors: Dr Justin Welbergen (ABS President), Dr Tania Bishop, Dr Carol Booth, Dr Peggy Eby, Jennifer Davis, 
Nick Edwards, Dr Les Hall, Prof Stuart Parsons, Jo Towsey, Dr David Westcott, Trish Wimberley, Dr Merlin Tuttle 

(Honorary member).

General members: Amanda Lo Cascio, Jess Mitchell, Dr Martin Cohen, Janine Davies, Jan Davey, Naomi Downey, 
Caroline Greco, Una Greco, Barbie Lindsey, Jenny Maclean, Debra Melville, Sue Morris, Beth Noel, Lucy Norman, 

Tim Pearson, Glenda Pym, Dr Hugh Spencer, Narawan Williams, Dr Andrew Breed, Judith Hopper, Imelda 
Jennings, Sarah Curran.

The FFEG Convenors can be contacted at flying-fox@ausbats.org.au.
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FFEG update

• Involvement in the 2017 EIANZ National Flying-fox Forum



FFEG update

• Heat Stress Review



FFEG update

• Consulting with different 
governments and representing at 
relevant forums

• Island flying-fox



FFEG update

• Submissions



FFEG update



FFEG update

• Calling for change, incl letter to Australian and Qld 
Environment Ministers, around:

1. Inadequate management frameworks and legislation incl
review of the COP
2. Significant impacts currently affecting the EPBC-listed 
Spectacled Flying-fox
3. Escalating human flying-fox conflict in Charters Towers
4. Unhelpful messaging around the risks of bat-borne 
diseases

• NSW community engagement toolbox



Community Engagement 

Australasian Bat Night Program

• Main community engagement tool of the Australasian Bat Society

• Designed to raise awareness about bats in Australasia 

• Annual series of local community events held throughout 
Australia and New Zealand 

• Can take many formats:  
• Simple bat talks and walks
• Flying-fox flyout picnics
• Bat Festivals
• Citizen Science projects and workshops

• Grown from 10 events in 2012 to over 100 in 2018



FFEG objectives

Living with flying-foxes

• Nationally coordinated management of flying-foxes based on scientific evidence

• Reduced flying-fox – human conflict

• Conservation outcomes for threatened species
• Population recovery
• Protection and enhancement of foraging and roosting habitat
• Funding for research into understanding cause of declines

• Funding for research into flying-fox behaviour and ecology

• Coordinated and consistent effective community engagement and education

Only by working together, using evidence-based methods, can governments, ecological 
consultants and community groups achieve a nationally coordinated management plan
for the benefit of both people and flying-foxes.

Vital pollinators

Noisy neighbours
Image   Helen Douglas 



Where to from here

Ongoing actions 

ABS strategy, position 
statements, forums, 
ongoing advocacy, 
submissions, education, 
support.

Image: Australian Bat Clinic

The FFEG Convenors can be contacted at 
flying-fox@ausbats.org.au.
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